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Press release 

FESPO 2018 was an all-round success 

Bern/Zurich, 29 January 2018 – This year’s FESPO, which took place at the Zurich Trade 

Fair site between 25 and 28 January 2018, more than lived up to its maxim of “The 

whole world in a single location”: no matter whether it was a relaxing holiday in the 

Caribbean, an adventure tour of Canada, or a journey of discovery through Romania 

– over the course of four days, the 600 exhibitors offered FESPO’s 65,000 visitors a 

diverse range of inspiration for their next holiday. A special highlight of the trade fair 

was the stand of the guest country, Romania, where the State Secretary whet the 

audience’s appetite for this mystical destination on the opening day. 

Both in summer and in winter, Romania has a great variety of activities in store for visitors. 

In the Carpathian Mountains, winter sports enthusiasts can leave their tracks in the pristine 

snow; culture vultures can pursue the legend of Count Dracula; and bon vivants can relax by 

the Black Sea. “This year’s guest country was extremely well-received by our visitors”, says 

a happy Stephan Amstad, Trade Fair Director. “Ahead of FESPO, very few of them knew 

about all the things that Romania has to offer. We were able to change that here.”  

Words of praise from exhibitors 

It wasn’t just the guest country of Romania that managed to impress: FESPO itself was very 

well-received – both by exhibitors as well as the audience. Reto Amin, Amin Travel: “In terms 

of visitor numbers, we are very satisfied. Visitor interest is very high. We also notice that people 

are planning their holidays early this year. Our focus is on holidays off the beaten mass-tourism 

track, such as in the Azores and the Cape Verde islands.” Klaus Holzmann of Star Clippers 

states: “FESPO was a very positive experience for us. The interest in our offers and our new 

yacht, the Flying Clipper, is great – not just among our regular customers, but also new 

potential clients.” Trade Fair Director Stephan Amstad is pleased with the positive feedback: 

“The praise from our exhibitors shows us that we are doing many things right. And our offering 

also impressed the many visitors – this year we were able to welcome 65,000 of them to the 

Trade Fair site. Over the past few days, I have already managed to negotiate with various 

interested parties concerning a potential presentation as the 2019 guest country.” FESPO’s 

director doesn’t plan to rest on his laurels, however, with negative feedback being equally 

important to him. “It’s the only way we can improve year on year.” 

Première at FESPO 2018 

For the first time, Zurich’s holiday and travel fair focused on the special theme of “Barrier-Free 

Travel”, and highlighted countless travel and leisure opportunities for people with disabilities. 

The special exhibition also had plenty to offer those not affected by disability: for example, the 

audience received a tangible demonstration of what life is like for paraplegics during the 

Wheelchair Challenge held by the Swiss Paraplegic Centre (SPZ) Nottwil. Tina Bracher of 

Procap Reisen: “FESPO offered us a great platform for presenting ourselves. We talked to lots 
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of people who hadn’t previously heard of us.” 

The most beautiful golfing destinations and the trends for 2018 

Golf is becoming ever more popular among the Swiss population, as was evident during the 

four days of the event: “We were able to welcome even more guests to Golfmesse this year. 

Something very positive that we noticed is that the audience is a more youthful one”, says 

Roland Caprez, organiser of Golfmesse, which always takes place concurrently with FESPO 

in Hall 5. There were also more exhibitors to tempt visitors than in 2017. During this, the 

eighth Golfmesse, a particular spectacle was offered by the urban golfers of “The Royal 

Urban Golf Club”: they demonstrated how golf can be played on unfamiliar terrain away from 

the green.  

 

The next instalment of FESPO and Golfmesse will take place from 31 January to 3 

February 2019. Those interested in holidays already have an opportunity to seek inspiration 

for their next trip ahead of the next FESPO – namely at the Holiday and Travel Fair Bern, 

which will be held from 10 to 13 January 2019. 
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